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An Introduction to NetMap: A New Technology of Management and
Assessment for Forest Watershed Ecosystem

Ji Ying Cai Tijiu" Ju Cunyong
( School of Forestry Northeast Forestry University Harbin 150040)

Abstract: Ecosystem assessment in China is usually divided into forest and watershed ecosystems which did not reflect the con—
nectivity and complexity of ecosystem process and functions. NetMap which is developed by Earth System Institute in California A-
merica is the most integrated watershed assessment and resource management system and has been applied in many countries. Start—
ing from the aspect of watershed and based on the digital elevation models NetMap can evaluate the forest watershed process and eco—
system health condition from watershed topography vegetation and land use variation forest fire risk and severity ~watershed process
and erosion potential which improve the spatial and dynamic processes of ecosystem evaluation. The background main functions
and application prospects of NetMap are introduced in this paper.
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